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OUR MISSION

To address important legal policy issues affecting
the law and civil justice system by providing
meaningful support and education to the judiciary,
by publishing scholarly works and by engaging in
other efforts to continually enhance and ensure
judicial excellence and fairness for all engaged in

the judicial process.



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the National Foundation for Judicial Excellence (“NFJE”), I am pleased to report the
results of another excellent year.

We once again delivered on our mission of providing outstanding judicial education. Our premise is that the entire legal
system benefits from judicial education because a judge who is acquainted with an issue prior to facing it on the docket will
render a more informed, better decision. In the last six years, we have presented symposia to more than 400 judges. We owe
special thanks to Mike Weston and his planning committee for the 7th Annual Judicial Seminar — Applied Science and the
Law: 21st Century Technology in the Courts, which will cover impacts of social media on the legal system, data breaches and
privacy issues, and tort law implications of bio-monitoring .

This year’s Symposium was oversubscribed by more than 25% one week after the opening of registration! What better
evidence could there be of the significance of our work?

Highlights from 2010, in addition to our Annual Symposium, include:

The adoption of stated duties for board members, including additional fundraising responsibilities.
Development of a two year strategic fundraising plan.

Our second regional reception in Raleigh, North Carolina with 57 attorneys from more than 23 law firms and
corporations attending.

A tremendously successful silent auction and raffle at the DRI Annual Meeting, which raised more than $44,000;

The Ohio Association of Civil Trial Attorneys’ second annual golf outing in support of NFJE, raising more than
$11,000 over those two years.

B Introduction of our NFJE Legacy Society, which will enable our friends to support NFJE with a planned legacy gift.

2011 brings us renewed spirit and energy. We are the only defense oriented organization providing judicial education. We
are grateful for your continued support, which enabled us to raise more than $300,000 to fund our programs in 2010. We
ask for, and need, your ongoing support so that we may continue to conduct our programs into the future.

Best regards,

(L Jmpts

Christopher W. Tompkins
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Established in 2004, the NFJE is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization based in Chicago, dedicated to
supporting an independent, well-informed judiciary in order to preserve excellence and fairness in the civil
justice system. Since 2005, the NFJE has produced a first-rate annual symposium attracting 10% of state
appellate judges. The symposia have featured an array of nationally distinguished legal experts and scholars
discussing contemporary and complex legal issues relevant today in courtrooms across the country. The end
result is a top-quality, tuition-free series of educational programs provided by the NFJE, which assist our
nation’s appellate judges to perform at their highest levels.

B NFJE provides tuition-free judicial education programs.
B NFJE focuses specifically on education for the state appellate judiciary.

B NFJE is a recognized leader in the legal and judicial communities as a reliable source for providing
balanced information in its programs.

NFJE is the only organization of its kind led by the Defense Bar.
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YOU BUILD A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD ON TRUST

We have done this for a while, now. As I write this, registration for the upcoming Symposium, our seventh, was again filled
within moments of its being announced. Grateful to our judicial colleagues, who give us their presence and their time, we
wanted to reflect upon the work we have done so far and why we believe the NFJE has been successful. We attribute that
success to care, candor, commitment, and confidence.

WE HAVE BEEN CAREFUL

From our very first Symposium, which explored the relationship between justice and science, to our most recent, which
examined the law of nuisance, we have asked careful scholars, practitioners, and judges to think about their topics, do
thorough research, and make accessible presentations. We are blessed with an appreciative audience; but we know it to be
thoughtful, and even skeptical, as well. Nationally known teachers such as Arthur Miller and Bryan Garner, nationally
recognized practitioners such as “Chip” Robertson and Christy Jones, and nationally admired jurists such as Alexander
Sanders and Alan Page, have set a fine, high standard for excellence in our presentations.

WE HAVE BEEN CANDID

We have been direct with our audience, our supporters, and the public. We have promised timely topics and have presented
them. We have promised informed, entertaining speakers and have delivered them. Critically important, we have said our
programs would be balanced, and they have been. The NJFE Symposium is no home for shills and carnival barkers. We
present serious scholarship, and we present it from both sides of the courtroom.

WE HAVE BEEN COMMITTED

We have not hesitated to make commitments. We committed to presenting our Symposium in a first-class facility in a first-
class city. We committed to early, effective communication. We committed to paying attention, especially to the comments
and suggestions of the jurists who make up our audience, and to adapting to those suggestions. We committed to discussing
topics not only relevant but timely, and we have repeatedly seen our nation’s courts addressing those very topics in the wake
of our programs.

WE HAVE BEEN CONFIDENT
Especially now, in our seventh year, we believe the jurists who come to Chicago can count on us: for an event that welcomes

them and their families and guests, for a program that challenges them, for the opportunity to renew relationships with
colleagues from around the country, and for a weekend that in every way will be “worth it.”

Those who support the NFJE can count on us, as well. We have built what we believe is a model program of judicial
education: welcoming, cutting-edge, delivered from a defense as well as a plaintiff’s perspective, highly informative, and
looked forward to by the nation’s judiciary.

In July of 2011, the NFJE will again welcome those judges to its Seventh Annual Judicial Symposium. We are proud of what
we have built in Chicago. We will be glad to see them!
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW: SYMPOSIUM

6™ Annual Judicial Symposium
July 16-17, 2010
Swissotel, Chicago

The Law of Nuisance: Bother, Bore, or Basis for Broad Causes of Action

The common law of public nuisance is increasingly used in an effort to obtain recovery for mass torts. This
raises numerous issues of judicial theory, parens patriae, ethics and practicality. The 2010 symposium explored
the reach and limits of the law of public nuisance and examined the constitutional and ethical aspects of mass
tort litigation.

Number of judges in attendance: 100
Number of states represented: 31

Keynote Speaker: Bryan A. Garner, LawProse, Inc.
Program Highlights

B Principles Based Reengineering of Court Services presented by Robert N. Baldwin, National Center for
State Courts

B public Nuisance: An Overview of the Use of an 800-Year-Old Doctrine to Support Mass Liability and
Parens Patriae presented by Professor Donald G. Gifford, University of Maryland School of Law

B Justiciability and Standing: Constitutional Defenses or Obstructions to Public Policy? presented by
Professor Thomas W. Merrill, Columbia Law School

B Ethical Dilemmas in Mass Tort Litigation: What is the Appellate Court’s Role? presented by Professor
Burnele Venable Powell, University of South Carolina School of Law

B “If you would not be forgotten...either write things worth reading, or do things worth writing.” - Poor
Richard’s Almanac: Opinion Writing for Judges presented by Keynote Speaker: Bryan A. Garner,
LawProse Inc.

B Litigation Lessons: Instructive Cases in the Real World of Mass Tort an interactive discussion moderated
by Daniel F. Polsenberg, Lewis and Roca LLP. Speakers James P. Dorr, Wildman, Harrold, Allen &
Dixon LLP; Laura Ellsworth, Jones Day; Phillip L. Harris, Jenner & Block LLP; Tracie J. Renfroe, King &
Spalding LLP
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“Garner was
outstanding. He is
the best presenter on
legal writing I have
seen in 14 years.”

“My first NFJE
program -
Bryan A. Garner Outstanding!”

"I thought it was a
thought-provoking

program.”

“An excellent
seminar! Great
topics, panelists
and venue! Keep
up the good work.”

“Outstanding faculty, interesting topic and
faculty was very knowledgeable about subject
matter.”




FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

In 2010, the NFJE raised over $319,000 with the generous support of individual attorneys, law firms,
corporations, State and Local Defense Organizations, professional organizations, DRI dues renewal check oft
and foundations. The John R. Kouris Endowment Fund was created in the spring of 2008. This fund directly
supports keynote speaker honorarium for each annual symposium.

Expenses for 2010 accurately reflect the NFJE mission
- education of the judiciary. The annual symposium
remains the largest expense for the NFJE at seventy- 2010 Revenue
one (71%) percent. Management and General less than 1%

Expenses reflect the operating costs. Fundraising
expenses reflect the printing of materials, professional
fees and travel costs related to fundraising.

2010 Expenses

DRI Dues Renewal Checkoft: 31%
Individuals: 16%

Corporations: 14%

Auction and Raffle: 13%

Law Firms: 12%

State and Local Defense Organizations: 10%

Program Services: 71% Professional Organizations: 2%
Management & General: 20% Annual Judicial Symposium Hotel Commission: 2%
Fundraising: 9% John R. Kouris Endowment Fund: less than 1%
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2010-2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair of the Board

Richard T. Boyette

Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog LLP
Raleigh, North Carolina

President

Christopher W. Tompkins
Betts Patterson & Mines PS
Seattle, Washington

Vice President

Matthew Y. Biscan

Clisham Satriana & Biscan LLC
Denver, Colorado

Secretary-Treasurer
John R. Kouris
DRI

Chicago, Illinois

Directors

R. Matthew Cairns

Gallagher Callahan & Gartrell PC
Concord, New Hampshire

Bruce A. Cranner
Frilot
New Orleans, LA

Lawrence S. Ebner
McKenna Long & Aldridge
Washington, DC

Kelly A. Freeman
Meadowbrook Insurance Group
Southfield, M1

H. Mills Gallivan
Gallivan White & Boyd PA
Greenville, South Carolina

Peter J. Hersha
Nationwide
Columbus, Ohio

Cary E. Hiltgen
Hiltgen & Brewer PC
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Patrick A. Long
Long Williamson & Delis PC
Santa Ana, California

John H. Martin
Thompson & Knight LLP
Dallas, Texas

Lloyd H. Milliken, Jr.
Frost Brown Todd LLC
Indianapolis, Indiana

William J. Ruane
Randolph, New Jersey

William R. Sampson
Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
Kansas City, Missouri

Robert E. Scott, Jr.
Semmes Bowen & Semmes PC
Baltimore, Maryland

Sheryl J. Willert
Williams Kastner PLLC
Seattle, Washington

Marc E. Williams
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Huntington, West Virginia



DONOR SUPPORT

Sustainer’s Society
Thank you to all of our individual and institution donors who
generously contributed to our Sustainer’s Society in 2010.

Leader ($10,000 and above)

Eli Lilly and Company

ExxonMobil Corporation

Johnson & Johnson

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company
Wryeth

Investor ($5,000-$9,999)

Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge LLC

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

Ohio Association of Civil Trial Attorneys

Pfizer Inc

The Foundation of the International Association of Defense
Counsel

Thompson & Knight LLP and Thompson & Knight
Foundation

Williams Kastner PLLC

Pacesetter ($2,500 - $4,999)

Betts Patterson & Mines PS

Defense Trial Counsel of West Virginia

North Carolina Association of Defense Attorneys

Sustainer ($1,000-$2,499)
Association of Defense Trial Attorneys
Matthew Y. Biscan

Richard T. Boyette

Thomas A. Brophy

R. Matthew Cairns

Charles H. Cole

Colorado Defense Lawyers Association
Lee Craig

Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog LLP

David E. Dukes

Ellis & Winters LLP

Foster Pepper PLLC

Fowler White Boggs

H. Mills Gallivan

Gallivan White & Boyd PA

s

Grange Insurance

Peter J. Hersha

Cary E. Hiltgen

James D. Holland

Iowa Defense Counsel Association
Kansas Association of Defense Counsel
Kentucky Defense Counsel, Inc.

John R. Kouris

Linda M. Lawson

Lederer Weston Craig PLC

Patrick A. Long

Louisiana Association of Defense Counsel
Michael T. Lucey

Neva G. Lusk

L. Gino Marchetti, Jr.

John H. Martin

Maryland Defense Counsel, Inc.
Douglas M. McIntosh

Meckler Bulger Tilson Marick & Pearson LLP
Amy L. Miletich

Lloyd H. Milliken, Jr.

Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association
Mississippi Defense Lawyers Association
Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers
Leslie C. O'Toole

Stephen J. Paris

Plunkett Cooney PC

Laura E. Proctor

Carlos Rincon

Mary Massaron Ross

William J. Ruane

William R. Sampson

Robert E. Scott, Jr.

Semmes Bowen & Semmes

Henry M. Sneath

Gary E. Snodgrass

South Carolina Defense Trial Attorneys Association

John Parker Sweeney

Tennessee Defense Lawyers Association
Tri State Defense Lawyers Association
Christopher W. Tompkins

Tucker Ellis & West LLP

Utah Defense Lawyers Association
Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys




Vorys Sater Seymour and Pease LLP
Lewis Wagner LLP

Washington Defense Trial Lawyers
Sheryl J. Willert

Marc E. Williams

Partner ($500-$999)

Arizona Association of Defense Counsel

Association of Defense Counsel of Northern California
and Nevada

Association of Southern California Defense Counsel

Michael A. Bergin

Donna L. Burden

Lori V. Berke

Colon & Colon PSC

Connecticut Defense Lawyers Association

Davis & Wilkerson PC

Jay Barry Harris

George S. Hodges

Jenner & Block LLP

Sidney K. Kanazawa

Gregory M. Lederer

Massachusetts Defense Lawyers Association

Jack B. McCowan, Jr.

Mary Lacy Montgomery

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mullins

Bruce R. Parker

J. Walter Sinclair

Lise T. Spacapan

Peter E. Strand

Patrick J. Sweeney

Gerald R. Toner

Turner Padget Graham & Laney PA

Tressler LLP

J. Michael Weston

Thomas A. Williams

David M. Wilson

Wisconsin Defense Counsel

Anthony R. Zelle

Advocate ($250-$499)
Jillian Barron

F. Thomas Cordell
Stephen R. Crislip
Mary M. Dillon

Kevin Driskill
Lawrence S. Ebner

Steven Farrar

Jeff C. Grotta

Gail & Kevin Kelly
Eric E. Kinder

Dan D. Kohane
Janice D. Lai

James S. Oliphant
Stephen O. Plunkett
William F. Ray
Kurt M. Rozelsky
Christopher G. Smith
Michael W. Thrall
David W. Zizik

Associate ($100-$249)
Shaun McParland Baldwin
Jon A. Berkelhammer
Keri Lynn Bush

David E. Chamberlain
Ronald J. Clark

John E. Cuttino

Julie D. Elkins

James R. Fabrizio
Beth R. Fleishman
Jeffrey G. Frank

Karen R. Glickstein
Robert W. Harrison
Mark D. Katz
Christopher A. Kenney
Mary Re Knack

John J. Laffey

Robert S. Lannin
Alan W. Margolis
Brooks R. Magratten
Laurie K. Miller

Steve R. Schwegman
Charles A. Stewart, I11
Anne M. Talcott

John S. Willardson

The NFJE would also like to thank the 3,821 individuals who
contributed $25 through the DRI Dues Renewal Checkoff; as well as the
20 individuals who donated less than $100 through private donations.



National Foundation for Judicial Excellence
55 West Monroe Street, Suite 2000

Chicago, lllinois 60603

Phone: 312.698.6280

Fax: 312.795.0748

Email: nfje@nfje.net

Website: www.nfje.net



